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513B EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to parents and professional staff regarding 
parents who want to enroll their child in kindergarten prior to the legal entrance age of five 
(5) years on or before September 1. 

 
II. PROCEDURES FOR SELECTION 
 

Inquiry for early admission will be initiated by the child’s parent.  Early entrance will be 
considered if space is available in the kindergarten class.  Parents must make this request 
between January 1 and May 1 by submitting an Early Entrance to Kindergarten Questionnaire 
to the Barnum Elementary School office. 

 
III. PRETESTING INTERVIEW 
 

Knowledge of the school program is critical to making good decisions on early admissions. By 
knowing what type of program the school offers, it is possible to consider the prerequisite 
skills of children for existing programs. An interview with the parents, the child, school 
principal and kindergarten teacher will determine whether further testing is warranted. This 
interview will allow the school professionals to gather information from the parents and will 
allow a chance for professionals to observe the child. 

 
IV. CRITERIA FOR EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN 
 

Early admission to kindergarten will be considered for those children who will be five years of 
age after September 1.  No child whose birthday comes after October 15 will be considered 
for early admission. 
 
In order to gain early entrance to kindergarten the child must possess the following special 
abilities that permit early admission: 

 
1. Emotional and Social Maturity: The emotional and social maturity of the child will be 

considered. This assessment will be informal.   
 

2. Academic Skills: Language development and reading readiness will be considered.  
Children must demonstrate superior intellectual ability, defined as performance at or 
above the 90 percentile on a normed, individually administered test of ability, +/- the 
standard error of measurement.  In addition, children must demonstrate pre-
academic/academic skills above average when compared to the skills of the majority 
of entering kindergartners, based on informal assessment and observations in all of 
the areas listed below:  



a. Knows all basic colors;  
b. Ability to write first name with clarity;  
c. Fine motor development including the ability to copy a variety of line drawings, 

tracing within lines with reasonable accuracy;  
d. Ability to recognize all letters of the alphabet with automaticity; 
e. Basic phonemic awareness; 
f. Basic understanding of letter-sound code;  
g. Ability to write the numerals 1-10 (reversals are acceptable);  
h. One-to-one number correspondence to 12; 
i. Basic numeration skills for simple addition and subtraction; 
j. Basic knowledge of quantity concepts. 

 
3. Appropriate Pupil Behaviors:  Children must demonstrate socialization and behavioral 

skills more advanced than the majority of entering kindergarteners based upon results 
of kindergarten teacher observations made during a simulated kindergarten 
experience.  Students must perform at this high level in all critical areas: 

 
a. Ability to separate easily from parent;  
b. Ability to focus attention for appropriate amount of time during learning tasks;  
c. Ability to complete tasks in reasonable amount of time;  
d. Ability to transition easily from task to task;  
e. Willingness to participate, share and cooperate in groups; 
f. Relative ease in socializing with peers; 
g. Ability to verbalize easily with teacher and peers; 
h. Well-developed fine motor skills for drawing and cutting tasks 
 

4. Preschool Experience: The parents will be asked whether the child had any previous 
experience in an Early Childhood or Pre-K program, Head Start, Sunday school program 
or daycare. 

 
V. METHOD USED TO DETERMINE EARLY ADMISSIONS 
 

After the individual evaluation is completed on the child, the school principal, the school early 
childhood teacher, and the kindergarten teacher will meet to discuss the child’s results. 
Consideration will be given to all the criteria listed above. At this meeting a recommendation 
will be made on early admission.  If approved, the child will be enrolled in kindergarten for the 
following school year. 

 
VI. POST-TESTING INTERVIEW 
 

A post-testing interview will be held with the parents and two school professionals to inform 
the parents of how their child performed and to inform the parents of the decision of the 
team of professionals. 


