
Informational and technological skill development 
and application are included in all areas of 
curriculum through the combined efforts of the 
teacher and media specialist. 

Essential Learnings are available on the web at 
www.barnum.k12.mn.us 

Our District Website is a great place to learn 
more about your student’s curriculum. Essential 
Learnings are listed by grade level. 

 

 

Support your child’s learning 
by: 

• Seeing that your child comes to school 
rested, well fed and ready to learn 

• Taking interest in what you child is 
learning: recognize your child’s 
achievements and progress 

• Teaching your child appropriate and 
responsible behavior 

• Understanding the school rules 

• Working in cooperation with school and 
your child’s teacher 

• Reviewing homework assignments and 
school work with your child 

• Monitoring your child’s television viewing 
habits, online use and outside activities 
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This is a list of skills that 
students will master in 

Grade 1. They are based on 
Minnesota State Standards 

as well as the Barnum 
Elementary vision as to 
what each child should 
learn before moving to 

second grade. 



LANGUAGE ARTS 
We will use several different tools to teach 
each individual child.  Some of these 
components will include: daily five, guided 
reading groups, and lessons using a 
resource called Making Meaning. 
Teachers also give the opportunity for 
students to write in a variety of genres 
and use Words Their Way to guide the 
spelling instruction.  

 
By the end of Gr. 1, students should be able to: 
• Retell stories with details 
• Identify main topic and details of text. 
• Compose a sentence 
• Demonstrate understanding of spoken 

words, syllables, and sounds 
• Read high frequency words 
• Read grade level text with expression, 

accuracy, and appropriate rate 
• Neatly print all upper and lower case 

letter. 
• Capitalize appropriate words 
• Use punctuation and commas 

appropriately 
• Sort words into categories 

 

SCIENCE, SOCIAL 
STUDIES, and HEALTH 

We will use several different tools to reach 
each individual child.  Houghton-Mifflin Social 
Studies, Scott Foresman’s Science Series, 
Scholastic-Weekly Reader Online, National 
Geographic for Kids, iPad applications, and 
many other materials that promote 
exploration, investigation, and observation. 
 
By the end of Gr.1, students will have a better 
understanding of: 

SCIENCE 
• Sort animals into groups 
• Use observational skills 
• Classify Earth’s materials 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
• Maps 
• Timelines 
• Citizenship 
• Needs/Wants 

HEALTH 
• Promoting/understanding influences 

of a healthy living; 
• Demonstrating sympathy/empathy; 
• Using healthy decision making. 

 

MATH 
We will use several different tools to teach 
each individual child.  Some of these 
components include: teaching lessons 
from Bridges in Mathematics, hands-on 
activities (work places), and standard 
based resources. 
 
By the end of Gr. 1, students should be able to: 

• Count forward/backward and write 
whole numbers to 120 

• Find 10 more/less than a given 
number 

• Create bar graphs and tally charts 
• Solve addition/subtraction problems 
• Skip count by 2s, 5s, and 10s 
• Create and extend patterns 
• Identify missing number in equations 
• Compose and decompose 2/3-

dimensional objects 
• Measure length of objects 
• Tell time to the hour/half-hour 
• Identify/count pennies, nickels, and 

dimes 
 

 

 
MUSIC 

• Have a basic understanding of beat 
and the rhythms of quarter, eighth and 
quarter rests. 

• Know high/low and right/left sides of 
the keyboard. 

• Demonstrate the concepts of 
fast/slow, high/low and loud/soft 
through physical movement and use 
of the iPad. 

• Show basic ability to match the 
pitches do, re, mi, and so with correct 
singing voices. 

• Understand the spatial placement of 
the pitchers do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti, do. 

• Find their way around musical staff 
and place whole notes on the staff 
correctly. 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
• Demonstrates competency in motor skills 

and movement 
• Demonstrates understanding of movement 

concepts, principles, strategies 
• Participates regularly in physical activity 
• Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing 

level of fitness 
• Values physical activity 
 


