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News from the Principal
Hello BES families,

Welcome to the 2020-21 School year! Despite the MDE and MDH guidelines that schools must
follow, we eagerly anticipate having students at BES!! In anticipating many questions around
new routines and procedures amidst the pandemic, much of this newsletter will be dedicated
to explaining what BES will look like this year.

OUR RELATIONSHIPS:
Relationships with our students, families, and one another remains at the heart of all that we
do at Barnum Elementary School. Whether we are in person, hybrid, or distance learning, KIDS
and families remain our purpose and our focus. Reach out to us with questions, to connect, to
have conversations. We're here for you.

OUR VALUES: Kind, Safe, & Responsible
In all that we do and in all that we say, we strive to model and teach the values of kindness,
safety, and responsibility. The attached Behavior De�nitions showcases our expectations at
Barnum Elementary School.

MORNING ROUTINE (also see the videos posted on our website)

Student Drop off:
This will look differently this year. Students will enter the building at 8:15, rather than 8:00. If
students are being dropped off, they will need to wait in vehicles until a staff member signals
that our doors are open. We have marked & designated spots for each grade level in the front
of the building, and staff members will be there to guide students through the new routine.
Parents dropping students off can do so starting at 8:15. To limit potential exposure and keep
everyone safe, parents are not allowed in the building to drop off students or walk them to
classrooms.

Buses:
Buses will drop off one at a time at the cafeteria door. From there, students will enter and
either go directly to their locker, then the classroom, OR stop at the cafeteria, grab a breakfast
and then go the their locker and classroom. Breakfast will be eaten in the classroom.



Breakfast:
Breakfast is available for a fee for all students (kindergarten is free). This year, breakfast is
"grab and go" and students will eat in their classrooms.

Will there be morning recess? No. This year students will go directly to their classrooms.

OFFICE VISITORS
Yes, parents can come into the o�ce to complete paperwork, pick up for appointments, visit
with the nurse, etc. We have space for 2 adults at a time. During busy times, please wait in the
entry way. We will buzz you in as space allows.

CAFETERIA & LUNCH
How will this look differently this year? K, 1, and 5th grade will eat in the cafeteria. Students
will sit 3 kids/table all facing the same direction - all tables will be used so that we can
provide for social distancing. As always, tables will be sanitized between grade levels. Grades
2, 3, 4, and 6 will eat in their classrooms. Our larger cohorts, grades 3 and 4, will utilize a 3rd
classroom to provide for social distancing during eating. Self service items such as napkins,
milk, salad bar, fruit, ketchup, etc. will be placed on trays as students go through the serving
line.

CLASSROOM SET UP
Desks are spread out as much as feasible to allow for social distancing. This is feasible in
our 1st-6th grade classrooms. Developmentally, it is appropriate and feasible for our
kindergarten students to sit at tables.

SOCIAL DISTANCING & MASKS
Masks:
Per the Governor's order, masks must be worn when we are inside, unless a doctor's note is
provided. Students do not need to wear masks outside or while eating. We will work to social
distance in our hallways and common areas.

Social Distancing:
Social distancing measures will be taken when it is feasible. Classrooms are set up to allow
for this. We have �oor markings in our common areas designating one way tra�c �ow. Staff
will teach our students what social distancing looks like in our common areas such as
hallways and cafeteria.

END OF DAY ROUTINES
Bus:
Classrooms will be dismissed in a staggered format, starting with 6th grade. Teachers will
walk students to the bus alley to ensure an orderly dismissal. Students will follow bus driver
directions for seating - bus seating will include �lling in from back to front when feasible,
sitting with family members, and sitting in assigned seats.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Pick up:
Staff members will walk those students who are getting picked up to the front of the building.
Students will wait by their designated grade level sign outside. Parents can meet students in
that area, or signal students to cross the street. Safety Patrol students will be helping so that
we have a safe crossing area.

If you'd like more visuals, check out our website for videos on these new routines. As we
navigate a year of uncertainty, we strive to keep grace, patience, and compassion at the
forefront of all we do as we work together. This will be a year like no other, and yet I'm
convinced we'll get through this and be a stronger community because of it. Hang in there,
everyone! Together, we've got this!

In Partnership,

Mrs. Vitito
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September 23rd - Picture Day (this is tentative)

Barnum PTO - Making BES the BEST it can be!
Many hands make light work - John Heywood

Are you new to BES? Are you looking for ways to get involved? Our PTO is seeking volunteers
for various events throughout the year. Can't make the monthly meeting? That's OK - there is
always the behind the scene work that needs to be accomplished.

Interested in volunteering? Send us the following information to barnumpto@gmail.com, text
763-568-2816 or �nd us on facebook.

Areas you can help:

Box Tops...Fundraising...All Arts Day....Community Calendars....All School Shirts....
Open House...Teacher Appreciation....Conference Meals....Spring Fever Days

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5e52e2c50135383d9364c356
mailto:barnumpto@gmail.com


@principalvitito

You Matter!

At BES, we value our people...little people and big people. We look forward to connecting with
you!
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