
Distance Learning During Bad Weather / Unexpected School Closings 
Barnum Public Schools 2020-2021 

 
Barnum Elementary School 
 
This year will look differently for how we approach snow days, or emergency school closings. Now that 
we are able to provide instruction in a distance learning format, rather than cancelling school for the 
day, students will engage in distance learning using a Choice Board created by their teacher.  As this is a 
new practice, I’ve provided guidance using a “Question and Answer” format below: 
 
Q: How will my child receive the choice board?   
A: The choice board will be permanently placed in your child’s take home folder, so it will be available 
for emergency school closings. Additionally, the choice board is  posted on our website.  
 
Q: What if I have questions about the choice board and my child needs help in completing the 
activities?   
A: Much like Distance Learning, teachers will be available via email and/or google meet to support your 
child’s learning.  
 
Q: How will the school take attendance?   
A: Students simply return the completed choice board to their teacher. Teachers will then communicate 
to the office. This will count for attendance in the case of an emergency school closing. We understand 
that students may forget the choice board  at home; they will be allowed 3 days to return it to count for 
attendance. Additionally, the choice board can also be submitted electronically. 
 
If you have further questions regarding emergency school day expectations or attendance, please 
contact the school office at 218-389-6976.  If you have specific questions regarding the choice boards, 
please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
 
Barnum High School 

 If inclement weather is approaching or suspected, we will remind/encourage students to take their 

iPads/chargers home the night prior 

 Students will be instructed to access their classes via Schoology on the snow day(s) 

 Teachers will assign content-related materials, enrichment activities, reading, or regular assignments 

via Schoology 

 Students will have up to three days to complete work assigned on snow days in order to be counted 

“in attendance” that day (to account for internet issues or surprise storms and no iPad) 

If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to the high school office at 218-389-3273. 


